The utilization of prenatal cytogenetic diagnosis in Western Australia.
Prenatal cytogenetic diagnostic services for the whole of Western Australia are undertaken by 1 central department in Perth. The records of this unit have been used to calculate the utilization rates of amniocentesis by women aged 35 years or older at the estimated date of confinement for the 5-year period 1977-1981. During this time there were 5076 livebirths to mothers aged 35 years or more and 1,408 pregnancies in this age group were cytogenetically monitored, giving an overall utilization rate of 28%. This rate is comparable to similar rates in other developed countries. Possible directions for future expansion of the service are suggested.